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From this case, compared with others of a somewhat similar character upon 
record, Dr. F. concludes that there exists certainly an absolute causative rela¬ 
tionship between sternutation and certain disturbances of circulation in the 
lower pelvis, evidenced in women by anomalous menstruation, and in men by 
painful haemorrhoids. 

The same relationship exists between certain other affections, which have 
been also shown to have a near relationship to convulsive sneezing. Especially 
is this the case with migraine, which in its leading symptoms exhibits this rela¬ 
tionship to a considerable extent, as Dr. F. has attempted to show by a careful 
comparison of the symptomatology of the two. Oases are not unfrequently 
met with on record where the two diseases occurred simultaneously in the same 
patient. There is also a peculiar form of bronchial asthma in which almost the 
same prodromata are to be observed as in cases of convulsive sneezing, the same 
dryness of the nasal raucous membrane and that of the throat As in the attack 
of migraine the paroxysms often terminate upon the occurrence of vomiting, so 
by the administration of an emetic an attack of convulsive sneezing or of bron¬ 
chial asthma will be shortened. Dr. F. further shows that the course, symptoms, 
and etiology of the hay-fever are in accordance with those of the so-called 
migraine. He therefore concludes that convulsive sneezing is not of itself a 
special form of disease, but simply a symptom attendant upon any disturbance 
of action in a certain portion of the nervous system, most probably an irritation 
of the par vagum nerve, in the same manner as the diseases closely related to 
it, such as migraine, dry asthma, and hay-fever. Dr. F. supposes that the con¬ 
vulsive expiration through the nostrils is dependent upon a clonic spasm of the 
bronchial muscles, while in cases of dry asthma the spasm of these muscles is 
tonic. We cannot follow Dr. F. in his exposition of the physiological deduc¬ 
tions upon which he bases his views as above. The connection of the several 
affections just referred to with the supposed disturbance of the circulation 
within the pelvis, Dr. F. seeks to explain by a change in the flow of blood 
through the venous system, causing an accumulation to occur in certain vessels. 
When this occurs within the nostrils, the vagus nerve is roused by reflected irri¬ 
tation.— Centralblatt /. d. Med. Wissensch., April, 1870. D. F. C. 

12. Remarkable Disturbance of the Heart which occurs in Renal Disease .— 
Dr. Wilks brought to the attention of the Clinical Society of London some 
cases illustrating the remarkable disturbance of the heart which often occurs 
in renal disease, more especially when this is of the acute form. During the late 
prevalence of scarlatina, and the succeeding nephritis, he had met with several 
cases of the kind where the patient was seized with a sudden and violent palpi¬ 
tation of the heart, accompanied by all the usual distresses resulting from dis¬ 
turbance of the heart’s action. The same symptoms might be observed in 
chronic renal disease, but to a less degree. Knowing that acute inflammation 
of the heart may arise in the course of scarlatina or nephritis, he had always 
been on the watch for its occurrence, but in the present class of cases the 
disturbance of the heart’s action subsided after a few days without leaving any 
trace of an inflammatory process; only in one case did death occur. He 
believed, therefore, that the cardiac disturbance was of nervous origin, and was 
a symptom of blood poisoning or uraemia. As regarded treatment, Dr. Wilks 
had seen most of the cases in consultation, and thus different methods had been 
adopted. In nearly all stimulants had been administered in consequence of the 
fears of momentary stoppage of the heart’s action. Digitalis had certainly 
been of no avail. In one case, henbane appeared to check the heart’s action. 
His own opinion was, that the condition named being a result of uraemia must 
be treated after the ordinary manner by diaphoretics, purgatives, etc.— British 
Medical Journal , March 26th, 1870. 

13. Croupal Bronchitis terminating favourably. —In the February number 
(1870) of Deutches Archiv f. Klinische Med., Dr. Roth, of Einerscheim, 
relates a rather infrequent case of what he denominates Croupal Bronchitis , 
with a spontaneous favourable termination. A small, weakly, anaemic female, 
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34 years old, regularly menstruating in the intervals of her several pregnancies, 
suffering from an attack of chronic bronchial catarrh, was attacked, on the 
last day of July, 1869, with severe fever, loss of appetite, and pain in the head, 
with much cough. The patient viewed this attack as merely an aggravated 
paroxysm of her almost habitual catarrhal complaint. She did not confine 
herself to bed, but, on the contrary, she persisted, notwithstanding the intense 
dyspnoea, to follow her daily occupations not merely within doors, but abroad 
in the fields also. Soon, however, the true character of the attack developed 
itself, and for weeks, every two or three days, the patient was seized with a 
paroxysm of convulsive cough, and the most intense dyspnoea, amounting to a 
sense of strangulation, which was only relieved by the discharge, by the cough, 
of roundish white lumps of fibrinous matter, sometimes discoloured with blood, 
which left in the mouth a sweetish taste. Placed in water, these lumps became 
unfolded into a bundle, as it were, of very fine fibrinous bronchial exudations, 
floating in the midst of the water, varying in size from a tolerably thick cylin¬ 
der to the finest sewing silk. In the second week this fibrinous discharge, to 
a greater or less extent, took place two or three times a day, for three con¬ 
secutive days, then only every second or third day, until, finally, at the termi¬ 
nation of three weeks, the discharge ceased entirely; and this without the 
patient having taken any other medicine than a glassful of infusion of ipeca¬ 
cuanha when first attacked. 

The patient recollects that two years previously she had a similar attack, 
which, after eight days’ continuance, also disappeared spontaneously. 

A physical exploration, during the disease, and immediately after the expul¬ 
sion of the fibrinous masses, gave the usual indications of dry bronchitis, with 
tightness of the respiratory movements, particularly on the left side, while on 
the right side the respiratory murmur was greatly diminished. The summits 
of the lungs were fully permeated by the air. D. F. C. 

14. Intermittent Fever Latent for Several Months. —Dr. W. Braune, in the 

Arch.f. Heilkunde , 1869, relates the cases of eleven persons, visitors at Baden, 
who had remained on the island during the autumn of 1868, and of whom two 
were attacked whilst on the island with intermittent fever, but the other nine 
not until the ensuing spring, some six to nine months subsequently. The pa¬ 
tients were all in good circumstances, and resided in different localities—Leipzig, 
Halle, Liegnitz, Atteburg, etc.—in which localities, at the time the persons 
referred to were attacked, intermittent fever did not prevail, or only in a few 
sporadic cases, and neither of the parties had before experienced an attack of 
the fever. It is evident, therefore, that the disease in all of them was the result 
of malarial poisoning contracted during the autumn they had remained on the 
East Freizland Island, where, after a very hot summer, there was experienced a 
great scarcity of pure water fit for drinking. That a period of incubation of 
many months, in cases of malarial poisoning, is by no means so rare an occur¬ 
rence as Griesinger and others have supposed, is proved by observations col¬ 
lected by Pfeiffer in the army of Weimar, and published in the Jeniaschen 
Zeitschrift , 1868. On two occasions—namely, in 1849 and 1867—there occurred 
among certain divisions of the troops an epidemic of intermittent fever, which in 
each case must have been due to exposure to malaria during the autumn of the 
preceding year. D. F. G. 

15. Aphasia. —Dr. 0. Berger ( Wien. Med. Wochenschr. } 1869) refers to two 
cases of aphasia, which occurred in a mother and daughter, and in both lasted 
only a very short time. In the elder female the attack came on suddenly in 
the evening of a day during which she had suffered from slight symptoms of 
dyspepsia. With perfect consciousness of the proper word she desired to use, 
she found herself unable to express it correctly, uttering instead of it sounds 
the most remote from the word intended. The aphasic attack in the daughter 
was in all respects similar, being also the result of dyspepsia. Dr. B. refers 
the aphasia in both these cases to the occurrence of temporary hyperaemia of 
the brain.— Centralhlatt /. d. Medicin. Wissenschaft., April, 1870. D. F. C, 



